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What is a Systematic Evidence Review?

In 2011, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) defined a systematic evidence review as "a scientific
investigation that focuses on a specific question and uses explicit, prespecified scientific
methods to identify, select, assess, and summarize the findings of similar but separate
studies. It may include a quantitative synthesis (meta-analysis), depending on the available
data.” Systematic evidence reviews of comparative effectiveness research to learn what is
known and not known about the potential benefits and harms of alternative drugs, devices,
and other healthcare services provides the best evidence to inform clinical decisions.

https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health-pro/guidelines/about
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